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EDITORIAL 



The latest project of the National Council of Teachers of 
English is bound to arouse widespread interest. Nearly everybody 
•Pkg talks and hears talking; but, as Professor Clapp 

Committee on declares, in America nearly all talk is bad — bad as 
Speech respects voice and pronunciation. The causes are 

rainmg wg jj k nown an( j deep-seated. We are polyglots and we 

are pioneers. The time has come, however, for the setting-up of 
standards and for improvement in actual performance. Certainly 
teachers, whatever others may do, have no excuse. They must 
learn to talk and to teach others how to talk. 

This is not easy. If it were, there would be no need of a propa- 
ganda. But a competent committee is being formed, which will 
plan for a long and carefully managed campaign. Voices are not 
to be made over in a night, and speech habits are among the hardest 
to reform and control. Everyone who is sincerely desirous of 
conserving our melodious English tongue and of improving our 
national speech manners will welcome the new movement and 
will lend it every possible assistance. The officers of the com- 
mittees are as follows: Chairman, F. N. Scott, University of 
Michigan; Vice-Chairman, John M. Clapp, Lake Forest College; 
Secretary, R. L. Lyman, University of Chicago. 

The Council program at Cincinnati in connection with the 
Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A., February 25 to 27, 
will excel those given at Philadelphia and at Rich- 
es ounci mon d. a special meeting for superintendents on 
Thursday will be addressed by Miller of Detroit, 
Congdon of New York, Johnston of the University of Illinois, 
Kendall of New Jersey, and Dwyer of Boston. On Friday after- 
noon and evening Mrs. Hulst of Grand Rapids, Miss Porter of 
Gary, Mr. Krug of Baltimore, Professor Denney of Ohio State 
University, Dr. Jewell of Arkansas State University, and Professor 
Crandall of the University of Cincinnati will speak. The Saturday 
session will call out the leaders in Cincinnati. 
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